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CPTM 1.1 Uni ted Nati or

Overview

As a peacekeeper:

1 You are joining the UN as peacekeeping pergonr
try to which it sends you; and

1 Whil e you may not ever vVvisit UN Headquarte:“s [
You must understand who makes decisions abgqut
guides these decisions.

This reading explainsmakengtratehbecUNeard bDfs|deo

The fAstrategic | evel 0 r emaekisng oand ei shiageéerersite d|eow
Aforganso of the UN | ocated in New Yor k. -nfahkei msgg raa
management in UN peacekeeping.

| . |l ntroducti on to the UN

The forerunner of the United Nations was t
I . during the First World War and establi shec
[ Ji nternational cooperation and to achieve g
sation was also created under the Treaty c
The League of Nations ceased its activitie

The name AUnited Nations, o0 coined by United Stat
ADecl aration by United Nationso of 1 January 1914
26 nations pledged their governments to continue

After the Second World War, representatives of 5
ference on International Organi sation to draw up
the basis of proposals worked out by the represe
and the UnitedcStobteas ,19i4mt. AuUdwestrepresentatives o0
26 June 1945.

The United Nations officially came into existenc
ion, the United Kingdom, the United States, and
ed Nations Day is celebrated on 24 October each
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Being founded in 1945 after World War I, one re
from violent conflict. Those who founded the UN

. .. to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war . . .™
- Preamble of the UN Charter

Signing of the UN Charter.

Violent conflict is devastating. Peacekeeping is
ended.

Vi ol ent C
t

flict can occur between countries (in
affects t

on
he present generation and generations

Negative impacts can include:

i Casualties and loss of human life, including civilians as indirect
and direct targets;

1 Damage to and destruction of property, land and buildings;

Human suffering and displacement of people;

i Humanitarian crises, including lack of food, shelter and medical
care;

| The collapse or decline of state institutions and services,

breakdown of law and public order, and a political and security

vacuum;

Disruption of ordinary life and the social fabric of the community;

Violent, tense and insecure daily realities;

Human rights violations, including trafficking and sexual violence;

lllegal exploitation and trade of natural resources such as

minerals; and

1 Serious long -term security, political and socio -economic issues.

=]

= —a —a -

The History :ofUrPietaecck kivaetpiinmgs Pe ac e kSeeecpuirn g ghueCghaonn e
ized the deployment of UN military observers to
mi stice Agreement bet weeinanl sorpaeerla tainodn iwhsi cthr abbe cnaer
Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO).

As of JarBarpwy az®ke.e rhiavgeg dpernatdiepnsoyed by t he UN

1988ver the years, hundreds of thousands of mi/l
and other civillénesoluanvweni ppamtei ¢ihmated i n UN peac
3,326 UN peacekeepers have died while serving un
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http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/rolesc.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/resources/statistics/contributors.shtml

rity Council. Peacekeeping was primarily mit ed
ground, providing crucial support for pol
consisted of unarmed military observers
conf i-Weinlceei ng rol es.

i cal

The Ear:l yUNeParascekeeping was born at a time when
i
it
and | igh

The first two peacekeeping operations deployed b
(UNTSO) and the UN Military Observer Group in 1In
continue operating to this day and exemplify the
ed by unarmed UN military observers. The earlies

cy Force (UNEF I) deployed successfully in 1956

The UN operation in the Congsoc adlaeu nmeihsesdi o nn hla9veiOn gw
tary personnel at i1ts peak. ONUC demonst-tatedr éeh
gi o250 UN personnel died while ser v@emgeroan tDhaagt Ha
skjol d. In the 1960s anded®m7sessitbers UNneshabDomsmh
en; and started | onger term deployments in Cypru

Il n 1988, UN peacekeepers were awarded the Nobel

Peacekeeping Forces through their efforts have m
the fundamental tenets of the United Nations. Th
part in world affairs and has been invested with

Post Waogl Sueda h the end of the Cold War, the stre:
matically. The UN shifted and expanded its field

observational tasks performed by military person
di mensi onal mi ssions were designed to ensure the
assist in laying the foundations for sustainabl e
The nature of conflicts also changed over the ye
deal i ng-Swiatthe icrotnerl i ct, was i nStrataes i cnogn fyl ibceti sn ga mde
Peacekeepers were now increasingly asked to unde
sustainable institutions of governance, to human
ment , demobilization and reintegration of for mer
Al t hough the military remained the backbone of m
peacekeeping including:

1 admi ni strator s;
1 economi st s;
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http://www.un.org/aboutun/nobelprize/1988/

1 police officers;
1 |l egal experts;
1 deni ner s ;
1 el ectoral observer s;
1 human rights monitors;
1 civil affairs and governance specialists;
1 humani tarian workers; and
1 communications and public information experts.
After the Cold War ended, there was a rapid increase in the number of peacekeeping
operations. With a new consensus and a common sense of purpose, the Security
Council authorized a total of 20 new operations between 1989 and 1994, raising the
number of peacekeepers from 11,000 to 75,000. Peacekeeping operations established
in such countries as Angola, Cambodia, El Salvador, Mozambique and Namibia, were
deployed to:
| help implement complex peace agreements;
1 stabilize the security situation;
| re -organize military and police; and
| elect new governments and build democratic institutions.
The -MP@0s: A periad Tdfe Reaxesads msarctcess of earl i e

Peaceke

eping beyond its capacity to deliver. Thi

Security Council was not able to authorize suf fi
Mi ssions were established in situations where th
gosl avia, Rwanda and Somalia, wher-gr ¢ fhiere p@ascalo
ations came under criticism as peacekeepers face
agreements, or where the peacekeepers themselves
As civilian casualties rose and hostilities cont
The setbacks 011990 ladltyhan8eeomudi ty Council to
mi ssions and bergefnl eactpiromrc etse prfewedtf such failur
UN peacekeeper s -tcommianperdattihengs ilmntighe Mi ddl e Ea:
With continuing crises in a number of countries
emphatically reaffir med. I n the second half of t
Bosnia and Herzegovi na, Croati a, Macedoni a, Guat
Towards the 21st Century:: Netw tCipee rtautrino nosf, tNweew cChr
maj or exercise to examine the challenges to peac

strengt
I i miatngd
started

Il n the
number

hen our capacity to effectively manage an
potoédntUiNalPeacekeeping, the UN was asked t

in 1999 when the UN served as the admini
foll owing years, the Security Council al s
of African countri es: Ctte dolvoire, -Libe
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Today's multidimensional peacekeeping will continue to facilitate the political process,
protect civilians, assist in the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former
combatants; support the organization of elections, protect and promote human rights

and assist in restoring the rule of law.
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| . a. UN Me mber St at es

The UN brings together, or unites, many differen
countri esMe mimeorwnStaast es 0. Il n 1945, 51 original Me |
are 193 Member States, which constitute the vast
al organization in that all Member States come t
sues by voting.

The UN is impartial, which means it does not tak
nations on the planet and the UN acts in an incl

gitimate and credible.

To be | egitimate means that the UN is | awful, pern
UN i s believable, worthy of confidence an

| . b. UN Charter

er is the founding d
he UN. One main purp

@) CHARTER
o THE

Signed in 1945, the UN Chart
purposes and principles of t
peace and security.

The first article of the UN Charter sets out four main purposes:
1 To maintain international peace and security;

1 To develop friendly relations among nations; “NITED
1 To cooperate in solving international problems and to promote NATmNs
and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental
. of
freedoms for all; and. . . . . lluiﬁmﬁlgﬁm (:IJFIIIET
1 To harmoni ze nationsd actions in reachi n  OFJUSICE ) Mmmo n
The UN Charter is an international treaty that s
duties as members of the world community. The Ch
The UN Charter also created the principal parts

and gui dé&ist i alsswogki des your work as a peacekeep

The Charter is a basic document to which nations are sign
procedures. As an international document , t hief rCohnarttheer cod]
sovereign equality of States to the prohibition of the us:
expresses the ideals and common aims of all the peoples wlt
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| . c. Principal Organs

General Assembly

Security Council

International Court of Justice

Economic and Social Council
Trusteeship Council

The six main organs of the UN created under the

1. The General sAwbemkl|l nl | Member States (current
provides a unique forum for multilateral discl
means each Member State has one vote. Decisior
security, admission of new Membdédrng,dsamhjluddet
jority is required for decisions on other matt
sions. Special sessions can be convened at t he
the UN; or one Member i f the majority of Membe
withinfowenhgurs of a request by the Security
Council or i f a majority of Members concur.

2. The Securihtays QGoeuvandcirlesponsibility under the Ul
peace and security. The Council has 15 member s
the UN: China, France, the Russian Federation,
Assembly elects the other 10 rotating members
Each member has one vote. Decisions on substar
ring votes of all five permanent members. Thi s
as Avetoo power. Under the Charter, al/l Me mber
deci sions of the Security Council

3. The Economic andeGC0os0©@) Cesunbhel centr al body ¢

soci al wor k of the UN. The Charter establishec

the economic, soci al and related work of the

the United Nations family of organization. Son

ci al Counci l ar e:

R To serve as the central forum for the discl
gl obal-dosci ptéenary nature and the formul ati
addressed to Member States and to the Unite
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R To make or initiate studies and reports anc
social, cultwural, educational, health and r

R To promote respect for and observance of ht

Today, the ECOSOC comprises 54 members with on
el ected each yeayearndt esrem.veTHerCaunwiellemsetssi io
ternating between New York andhaGemgvdodVhe MEmt
ECOSOC prepare items for the GAOGs decisions an

The Trusteeshper Coapvpdi MTrust Territories, whic
territories, as t hegovmardreamae garesisndeopanm desn cse.l
Trusteeship Council in 1945 to provide internse
the administration of 7 Member States, and to

tori esgdwear mmdnit or independence. It was respo
Admini stering Authority on the political, ecor
of Trust Territories; to examine petitions froc
Territories. The Council suspended operations

(either as separate states or by jJjoining neigtht
Trusteeshicpn€osncinlg of the five per nidhmen ta meenmk
its rules of procedure to meet as and where oc
The I nternationg@gl CCouits oh JITihset iHAeg u e, Net her |
putes only between nations and not between i ngc
The Court is the principal judicial organizat:.
specialized agenci es. lts Statute is an integr
are parties to its Statute. These include al/|l

ty Council can ask the Court for an advisory c
UN and the specialized agencies, when authori z
|l egal questions within the scope of their acti
The Secrefarisato the departments and offi-ces

tday work of the Organization. These are in Ul
enna, Nairobi and other | ocations. It i s the &

by international servants.




zed Agenci es, Fu
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o
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The UN Refugee Agency i’,?;‘f:,’,“s‘:",',‘,’:,‘:,i,",‘.‘.‘!n for Gender Equality

\‘,“Atl"

THE WORLD BANK

There are a number of specialized agencies, fund
They include more than 30 obdemekapmens, whukbngt
rights. Specialized mandates cover many topics.

The UN system is the name given to the six princ
agencies, funds and programmes.

Specialized agencies, funds and programmes are active in countries
where peacekeeping operations are deployed. They include:

1 United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

1 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

World Food Program (WFP)

United Nations Office on Drugs Crime (UNDOC)

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women (UN Women)

= =] = =) = =]
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Condt :
i United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO)

1 International Labour Organization (ILO)

i Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

1 United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
UN agencies, funds and programmes present in a ¢c¢
portance for all peacekeeping personnel to know
cannot be underestimated. The I nternational Comm
i n peacekeeping contexts, although it is not par

+CoO
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Save the
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|1 . Principle UN Organs Ac]

three principle organs or parts active in UN
and the Secretariat.

General Assembly

Member States contribute personnel, equi pment an
(GA) is the main forum for Member States to make
the UN. The GA works through six Main Committees
First C-Dmmiatrtmmenent and I nternational Security
Second CobErmmintotreiec and Financi al

Thir Co%ond itdle,e Humani tarian and Cul tur al

Fourth Co&mpmicti a¢e Pol i tical and Decol onisation
Si xt Colmeng a It e e

Thes SIi X main committee
ci al Commi ttee on Peal3cdek

n
d
t
Fi fth CoAdmmitntieset rati ve and Budgetary
h
e S
e
The GA monitors the performance of UN Peacekeepi
S
d

are working throSpgpé- su
eping Operations (C

h
erations. I't was establi hed in 1965 to conduct
C34 reviews and recommends actions on peacekeepi
e
t

sentatives from outside the UN
ernational Criminal Police Org
African Union (AW)4.and the Eur

C34 has some repr
(I CRC) and the 1In
tions such as the

The Committee works closely with key departments
and the Peacebuilding Commi ssion.

The Fifth Committee is responsible for financing
not normally directly involved in political deci
tions, the GA does play a key role in peacekeepi
and Budgetary), the GA approves and oversees the
erations are funded and equipped, based &rencetadi.
As al l UN Member States share the costs of peace
ci al scale of assessments, taking into account t
nent members of the Security Council reqguired to
t he maintenance of international peace and secur
The UN Security Council (SC) has |l ead responsi bi

i nvestigate and recommend measures to resolve di
UN resodrue i fomrsmal expressions of positions of UN
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UN SECURITY COUNCIL
China Africa Asia

It is for the Security Counci | France bl Latin America& h e n
. . Russia | Caribbean
keeping operation should be depuysa. ur i
peacekeeping operation by adoptUK Co
peacekeepimustophearvaet iaonrSecur.i t§C (| i on
l uti ons contain mandat emaii dias eae rat
thorization and directive to ta S w ti o
in a SC resolution is the legal Europe 5 ¢
keeping operation, including si e 1 E i on
Europe
B Permanent members - 5 seats
[l Elected members - 10 seats
SOURCE: UN
The Security Council mo n i

1
keeping operations on an
through periodic rGemeartasl

and by holding dedicated
di scuss the work of speci

1

Counci |l can vote to exten:

mandates as it deems appr

ent factors into account

|l i shment of new peacekeepi

1 Whet her there i s a ceas

ties have committed thems

tended to reach a politic:

T Whet her a clear political goal exists and whet

T Whet her a precise mandate for a UN operation c

1 Whet her the safety and security of UN personne
whet her reasonabl e guarantees can be obtained
security of UN personnel
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